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Nonprofit To Hold 9th Flood

LIFESTYLE

Relief River Cleanup In Waverly

Since 2020 With Help From Fleet ; --

Upgrades Funded By Chemours

Donations
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Chemours volunteers point to the truck bed cover that the company’s donation helped to purchase after
a cleanup they did in Earth Day 2021 to cleanup of the Tennessee River at the mouth of Trace Creek
where the 2019 floods had deposited tons of litter and trash.

Keep the Tennessee River
Beautiful (KTNRB) will hold
its ninth volunteer cleanup in
Waverly, Tenn. this Friday,
April 8, from | p.m.— 5 p.m.in
the third leg of the nonprofit’s
*Tennessee River Grand Slam
Cleanup Series presented by
AFTCO.

Since October 2020, KTNRB
has partnered with local groups
in the Humphreys County com-
munity to host eight cleanups
on the Tennessee River at the
mouth of Trace Creek, where
the 2021 floods ran off and a
previous significant flood came
through in 2019.

In all, 65 volunteers re-
moved 27433 Ibs. of trash at
those eight cleanups. Of those
cleanups, staff from the local
Chemours plant participated in
three cleanups designated spe-
cifically for their employees,
pulling a total of 10,645 Ibs. of
trash.

“Chemours is one of the
most active companies that
we've worked with as far as
river cleanup attendance goes,
and it’s been fun to clean the
river with such an enthusiastic
group,” said Kathleen Gibi, Ex-
ecutive Director for KTNRB.
“We're grateful that Chemours
has supported our work with
their volunteer force and by
helping us to improve our fleet
with donations.”

Earlier this year, Chemours
donated $3.000 to KTNRB to
purchase new tires for their
Ford F-250 that hauls the river
group’s 26-foot work boat. The
donation will also fund an art
wrap for the truck.

Gibi said that good tread on
their truck’s tires is essential

-

since the group is frequently
hauling a wet boat and trailer out
of the water with thousands of
pounds of trash on it. The new
tires have already been installed
and Gibi said that KTNRB will
work on the truck’s art wrap
when their cleanup schedule
slows down.

Just in 2022, KTNRB has al-
ready rallied 138 volunteers to
remove 40,755 1bs. of trash at 13
cleanups held in four states. In
2021, Chemours donated $2,000
to KTNRB to install a truck bed
cover to keep their life vests and
other equipment dry. It was in
2021 that KTNRB set its new
record of 152,000 lbs. of trash
removed by more than 700 vol-
unteers.

At the cleanup on Friday that
will launch from the boat ramp
at Pebble Isle Marina, KTNRB
will be reinforced by the nation-
al nonprofit, Living Lands &
Waters, who will bring their five
additional boats to supplement
KTNRB’s boat.

“*Chemours is happy to have
had the opportunity to support
and build a relationship with
Keep the

Tennessee River Beautiful.”
said Plant Manager C.J. Hilton.
“Their work and dedication to
cleaning up

the river is an ongoing effort
that benefits us all, and we look
forward to continuing to partner
with

them in the future.”

There are still plenty of seats
on the boats and with all of the
flood debris that came from
Trace Creek, volunteers are very
much needed! Every volunteer
will be given free work gloves, a
t-shirt, and a stainless steel water

bottle to take home. Life vests
will also be provided during the
cleanup.

Volunteers can register for the
Waverly river cleanup at www.
KeepTNRiverBeautiful .org/wa-
verly.

KTNRB is able to fund the
additional boats and crew from
Living Lands & Waters during
the Tennessee River Grand Slam
Cleanup Series through grants
from the Tennessee Valley Au-
thority and the Tennessee Dept.
of Transportation’s ‘Nobody
Trashes Tennessee’ litter preven-
tion campaign.

The final cleanup in the Ten-
nessee River Grand Slam Clean-
up Series presented by AFTCO
will be held on Saturday, April 9,
in Paris, Tenn.

For more information on up-
coming cleanups with Keep the
Tennessee River Beautiful, visit
www.KeepTNRiverBeautiful.
org/upcomingcleanups.

Keep the Tennessee River
Beautiful is a 501¢3 nonprof-
it and is the first Keep America
Beautiful affiliate in the nation
to focus solely on a river. Its
mission is to rally communities
along the Tennessee River and
its tributaries to preserve, im-
prove and protect the river for
generations to come. To date,
2,534 volunteers have helped the
organization to remove 371,361
lbs. of trash along the 652-mile
Tennessee River and its tributar-
ies that reach into seven states.

www.KeepTNRiverBeautiful.
org

Contact: Kathleen Gibi, Exec-
utive Director

kathleen@ keeptnriverbeauti-

ful.org

865.386.3926

Keep the Tennessee River Beautiful's 26-foot work boat was filled with over 5,000 Ibs. of trash collected
by the Chemours employees in January 2022 following the Waverly, Tenn. flood in 2021.
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Grey Collier and other Chemours employees cleanup litter at a cleanup held in January 2022 following

the Waverly, Tenn. floods in 2021.

Alyssa Spray is a stu-

| |dent at McEwen High

| School. She is the daugh-

|ter of Crystal Douglas,

Adam Douglas and Ran-

dy Hagler. Her grandpar-

ents are Betty Spray &

Johnny Spray. Her high

school activities are Soccer (2,3,4); FFA
(1,2,3,4); FBLA (1,2,3,4); Spanish Club
(2,3,4); Leo (2,3,4); Beta (3,4) and Art
Club (1,2). During her spare time Alyssa
works at the Ridge Restaurant, and vol-
unteers at Stilley Kennel. After graduation
Alyssa plans on becoming a Veterinarian
attending either UT Martin of UT Knoxville.
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| Michael Atwell is a stu-
dent at Waverly Central
High School. He is the
son of Michelle Stewart
and Joseph Atwell. His
grandparents are Penny
Thomton, Michael Thorn-

y ton, Donna Atwell and
Willie Atwell. His high school activities are
Football (1,2,3,4); Soccer; Track and DECA.
During his spare time Michael is a Volunteer
Firefighter. After graduation Michael plans
to attend college, and play college football.

- | Trey Mathews is a student
at Waverly Central High
School. He is the son of Mat
& Diane Mathews and Te-
resa & Randy Johnson. His
grandparents are Buddy &
Pat Mathews and Sharon
Rozum. His high school
activites are Football (1,2,3); Trap Team
(1,2,34). Trey is a member of Waverly First
Baptist Church. After graduation Trey plans
to attend the Lineman School in McEwen.
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